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NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION DEFENSE COLLEGE
COLLÈGE DE DÉFENSE DE L’ORGANISATION DU TRAITÉ DE L’ATLANTIQUE NORD
ACADEMIC ROUNDTABLE

29-30 JANUARY 2009
Reykjavík, ICELAND
1. The NATO Defense College (NDC) with the support of the University of Iceland will organize an Academic Roundtable from 29 January 2009 (evening) to 30 January 2009 in Reykjavík, Iceland, addressing:
Security Prospects in the High North:
Geostrategic thaw or freeze?
2.
Important changes are underway in the High North which will have a broad impact on international affairs. The shrinking of the Arctic ice cap and technological advances are making the region’s energy and mineral resources more accessible and their utilization more feasible. At the same time, new trans-Arctic shipping routes are opening that could alter global transportation patterns. The potentially vast economic interests embodied in these changes are reflected in growing global awareness of the region, competing claims by relevant stakeholders, and resumed military operations in the area. The social and environmental impacts of increased economic and military activity equally cannot be ignored. As the region is of enduring strategic importance for NATO, its Member States and the larger international community, possible developments in the High North require careful examination to determine if the region becomes one characterized by cooperation or confrontation in the management of the numerous interests at stake. Whether the various strategies at play in the High North lead to a thaw or freeze in inter-state and inter-institutional relations will be decided in the first order on the basis of the perception of the opportunities and challenges that lie ahead. 
3. Objectives of the Roundtable
· To identify and analyse the relationship between the various interests at play in the High North, particularly from a political, military and economic perspective.  
· To examine current and future governance models to manage the various interests and relationships present within the region.  

· To generate greater understanding among scholars and officials from NATO and Partner nations as regards the Alliance’s future role in the region, including its relations with other key international actors such as the European Union. 
· To publish an edited volume of the papers presented at the Roundtable to foster continued informed discussion and debate about the region among interested scholars and policy practitioners. 
· To develop wider personal contacts. 

4. Tentative Agenda 
29 January (evening)
REGISTRATION & RECEPTION

1600-1730

Registration for participants at the Hilton Nordica Hotel 

1800-1930

Reception, TBD 

30 January
INTRODUCTORY SESSION
0900-0915

Opening Remarks 

· TBD, University of Iceland
· Dr. Brooke SMITH-WINDSOR, Senior Canadian Representative, 
Canada, NATO Defense College
PANEL ONE: ASSESSING GEOPOLITICAL INTERESTS
0915-0930
Coming Arctic Great Game 

·    Dr. Tomas RIES, Director – Swedish Institute of International Affairs, Stockholm, Sweden (confirmed)
0930-0945
United Kingdom Perspectives 
· Professor Clive ARCHER, Director - Manchester European Research Institute, Manchester Metropolitan University, Manchester, United Kingdom (confirmed)
0945-1000

German Perspectives 
· Dr. Henning RIECKE, German Society for Foreign Affairs, Berlin, Germany (confirmed)
1000-1015

Swedish Perspectives 
· Dr. Robert DALSJÖ, Senior Analyst, Analytic support from FOI at the Secretariat for Strategic Planning, Ministry of Defense, Sweden (confirmed) 
1015-1030

Russia and the High North 
· Dr. Katarzyna ZYSK, Senior Research Fellow, Norwegian Institute for Defence, Oslo, Norway (confirmed)
1030-1045

Coffee

1045-1145

Panel Q&A
· Moderator: Dr. Robert HUEBERT, Professor of Political Science, University of Calgary, Canada (confirmed)
1145-1200 Group Photo

1200-1315

Lunch at the Hilton Nordica Hotel (hosted) 

PANEL TWO: ASSESSING ECONOMIC INTERESTS

1315-1330

High North Shipping: Myths and Realities 

· Professor Frédéric LASSERRE, Geography Department, Université Laval, Québec, Canada (confirmed) 

1330-1345

High North Energy: Myths and Realities 

· Kristine OFFERDAL, Research Fellow, Norwegian Institute for Defence Studies, Oslo, Norway (confirmed) 
1345-1445

Panel Q&A

· Moderator: TBD, University of Iceland
1445-1500

Coffee 

PANEL THREE: ASSESSING GOVERNANCE MODELS

1500-1515

High North International Legal Regime 

· Associate Professor Alf Håkon HOEL, Head – Department of Political Science, University of Tromsø, Norway (confirmed) 
1515-1530

Bilateral Approaches 

· Professor Stéphane ROUSSEL, Université du québec à Montréal, and Assistant Professor Samantha ARNOLD, University of Winnipeg, Canada (confirmed)
1530-1545

Multilateral Approaches 

· Dr. Pascal BONIFACE, Director – Institute for International and Strategic Relations, Paris, France (confirmed) 
1545-1600

Global Commons Governance: High North Scenarios 

· Phillip CORNELL, Director – International Initiatives and Senior Fellow, NATO School, Oberammergau, Germany, and Jochen KLEINSCHMIDT, Visiting Lecturer, University of the Federal Armed Forces, Munich, Germany (confirmed)
1600-1700

Panel Q&A

· Moderator: Dr. Alyson BAILES, Visiting Professor, University of Iceland, Reykjavík, Iceland (confirmed) 
CONCLUDING SESSION

1700-1715

Roundtable Findings
· Professor Sven HOLTSMARK, Deputy Director – Norwegian Institute for Defence Studies, Oslo, Norway (confirmed) 
1715-1730

Closing Remarks

· TBD, University of Iceland
· Dr. Karl-Heinz KAMP, Director – Research Division, NATO Defense College (confirmed)



End of the Roundtable

5.
Participation

Scholars, academics and interested officials from NATO Member States and Partnership for Peace (PfP) countries are invited to participate. For practical reasons, NDC aims for a total of approximately 60 participants, with expertise in High North security issues.

6.
Financial Conditions

Entitled PfP participant’s travel and accommodation costs will be – in principle - at their nations’ expense. However, limited funds are available to subsidize participants from only entitled PfP partner countries, who would otherwise be unable to send representatives. Applications for subsidization should be made by the nations to the NATO Defense College, no later than Monday 5 January 2009, who after examination will inform the applicants of the level of subsidization. Applications for subsidization should mention the seminar it refers to, as well as the name, surname and nationality of the nominee. Applications received after that date may not be considered.

The NATO Defense College may grant financial assistance - upon official request - basically up to 80% of total combined expenses incurred for travel, accommodation and meals.

All participants (with the exception of seminar speakers and moderators) will be charged a €25 participation fee which they are kindly asked to have ready during registration procedures. The equivalent in Icelandic currency will also be accepted.
7.
Registration

Participants are requested register on-line no later than Monday 12 January 2009 at the following link:

http://www.parthen-impact.com/eventure/welcome.do?type=participant&congress=69_9015&page=index 
Registration of participants will take place on Thursday 29 January, from 16.00 to 17.30 hrs on the premises of the Hilton Reykjavík Nordica. 
8. 
Accommodation

The NATO Defense College has been able to secure a limited number of rooms at a reduced rate at the Hilton Reykjavík Nordica: single standard rooms at 13.900 ISK (Icelandic crown), around € 68; double standard rooms at 16.800 ISK (around € 82); executive single rooms at 25.700 ISK (around € 125); executive double rooms at 28.600 ISK (around € 140) per day, including breakfast and taxes. Seminar participants are free to share accommodation. Rooms will be available on a first come first served basis, and will not be guaranteed after 12 January 2009.

Please contact the Hilton Reykjavík Nordica in case you are not able to provide credit card details.

9.
Transportation

Individuals are responsible for their transfers from Keflavík Airport to the Hilton Hotel. The most efficient method of transport is the Fly Bus (http://www.airport.is/english/menu/transportation/bus). Taxis are also available.

Transport will be arranged from the Hilton Hotel to Keflavík Airport upon the conclusion of the Seminar (details to follow). 
10.
Miscellaneous

· The working language of the Seminar will be English. 

· The classification of the seminar will be (NATO/PfP) Unclassified.

· Civilian dress (jacket and tie) will be worn throughout the seminar including luncheons and dinner.

· The venue of the Seminar is the Hilton Reykjavík Nordica.
· Chatham House rules will apply throughout the Seminar.

· Currency (as of 9 December):       1 € is approx. 290 ISK
             1 $ is approx. 225 ISK
11. 
Visa
Participants are encouraged to check Icelandic visa requirements at the following link: http://www.utl.is/english/visas .
12.
Points of Contact
NATO Defense College

Via Giorgio Pelosi 1

00143 Rome, Italy

	
	Dr. Brooke Smith-Windsor

Senior National Representative (CAN)

Research Division

Tel. +39-06-505 25 218

Fax +39-06-505 25 797

b.smith-windsor@ndc.nato.int 
	Mr. Eugenio Mengarini

Research Assistant
Research Division
Tel. +39-06-505 25 225

Fax +39-06-505 25 797

e.mengarini@ndc.nato.int


� Only cheapest feasible airfare will be reimbursed.
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